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WORDS OF WISDOM

Pastor Dick

His name is Breckin VanHyning. He is known by most as Breckin 
The Brave. He is a 6-year-old boy who has, in a number of areas 
of this country, turned the world upside down. In his short life he’s 
made an impact in life that many of us can only dream about.

On December 22, 2020, 6-year-old Breckin was diagnosed with Grade IV Thalamic Glioblastoma. Just a few
weeks earlier, he was a happy and healthy boy, running and playing with his sisters, Ashlyn and Brooklyn, and
dog Cooper. Everything changed one day after he became ill and had trouble standing and walking. Monday,
November 8, 2021, at home surrounded by family in his Mom and Dad's loving arms. Breckin died eleven months
to the day after his diagnosis of a Grade IV Thalamic Glioblastoma tumor.

On April 20, 2021, Breckin was appointed an honorary police officer of the Plainfield Police Department, fulfilling
one of his dreams. Countless law enforcement agencies, including the Plainfield, Channahon, Minooka, Joliet,
Romeoville, Glendale Heights, Grundy County Sheriff, and other departments from across the world sent badges,
challenge coins, and other signs of unity and support, providing encouragement and a representation of the best
of humanity. Over 100 first responder vehicles participated in a Parade of Lights in Breckin's honor in the final
weeks. Breckin faced pediatric cancer with resilience and bravery that inspired all who knew him. Never once
was he heard to complain about all he was going through. I was blessed to meet Breckin and even get a big hug
from him. Even more importantly I was in a unique position to see Breckin impact the world around him. Rooted
in the love of his parents, Kim, and Kelly his sisters, Ashlyn, and Brooklyn, along with his beloved dog Cooper,
Breckin simply loved people. He brought the very best out of the people he encountered. Breckin lived out the
Love of Christ in reality.

BRECKIN THE BRAVE & 

CHRISTMAS 2021

Breckin makes me think about Jesus and what he must have been like at that age. Jesus was a people magnet
that brought out the best of most people. He did not have loving sisters, but he had a mom and dad who loved
him unconditionally. And, like Breckin, Jesus brought people to a place where they could experience the love
of God. Make no mistake, Breckin is not Jesus, but Jesus was clearly in Breckin. I remember the gospel that
tells about Jesus staying behind in the Temple on a family “road trip.” Mary thought he was with Joseph and
Joseph thought he was with Mary until they met up and realized he was missing. Mary and Joseph were
shaken to their core and must have felt helpless at that moment. Kim and Kelly VanHyning know that feeling,
in a manner of speaking, in its most painful form. Yet, their strong faith and belief in God not only sustains
them but it influences everyone around them and it enveloped Breckin.

In different ways, we at Plainfield UMC have been able to journey with families like the VanHyning’s and so
many more who have experienced or are experiencing loss, fears, medical crisis, or just plain life. We have
not been able to spare them from the pain nor have we been able to fix it. But, as followers of Jesus we have
been able to walk with them in a variety of ways. That is one of the greatest gifts we can give. No one should
have to walk alone through life. Shouldn’t every person know that in the most painful times of their life they are
not alone. Most often, people come to know Jesus in another person before they come to know Jesus in faith.
That is who we want to be at PUMC. This Christmas as you consider a gift to the church, just know that
whatever you decide you will be making a difference in the lives of others! May you experience the incredible
love of God for you this Christmas! A very Merry and Blessed Christmas to you from the Wisdoms!



It’s up! The tag tree is decorated with tags in the church foyer. Join us

in our Christmas missional giving. This year we will be supporting two

projects. We will be collecting donations to give to six families at Del

Valle Migrant Head Start School so they can have food and presents

for Christmas. These six families include 36 kids and the need is

great. In addition, our WHAM! kids are sponsoring the collection of a

“Welcome Kit” for a refugee family in partnership with World Relief.

World Relief is resettling many refugee families to the Chicagoland

area, including over 200 people from Afghanistan. These families

arrive with next to nothing but are provided with support for

employment, English language skills, educational opportunities, and

so much more.

TAG TREE SEASON OF GIVING

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

SOUNDS OF THE SEASON

Dec 12th 8:30am and 11am Musical Service "Sounds of the Season"
Dec 24th, Christmas Eve 4pm Family Service with Worship Band

Dec 24th, Christmas Eve 10:30pm with Chancel Choir
Dec 26th One service at 10am Carol Sing, No Sunday School/Confirmation

January 2nd One service at 10am, No Sunday School/Confirmation

 A family will receive this Welcome Kit when they arrive, including many of the items needed when you are

starting out in an apartment. Items vary in cost – take one tag or many! Some items can even be gently used

(except for towels, bedsheets, pillows, food items, and hygiene items). Donations can be brought to the church

through December 19th. You do not need to wrap your tag gifts. Monetary donations can be made in designated

envelopes from the tree or through the website or App. Simply designate it “tag tree.” If you have questions,

contact Pastor Sherry at sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com. 

ALL SERVICES WILL BE LIVE STREAMED
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WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP

Women of all ages are invited to be a part of PUMC’s Women’s
book group. We read a wide variety of books, many suggested
by the participants. If you love reading, great discussions, and
having fun, then come join us any month you are available! Our
December book is The Pull of the Moon by Elizabeth Berg. We
will meet on Thursday, December 16th at 7pm online via ZOOM.

Contact Pastor Sherry to be added to the email list or Zoom link
(sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com). Hope you can join us!

ADVENT FEST SAVE THE DATE
Dec 12th from 3-5pm 

Join us for an interactive Christmas journey as we encounter the people in the biblical story!
Themed stations will allow you and your family to experience the hope, expectation, and joy

of Christ’s birth! No registration is required. Come by in person (masks required). Need
accommodation and can’t participate in person? Contact Pastor Sherry at

sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com. 

BLESSING OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE
Many of you will be decorating your homes for Christmas in
the coming days. Here is a wonderful Christmas Tree
Blessing from Faithful Families: Creating Sacred Moments at
Home (St. Louis: Chalice Press, 2017). Gather everyone
around before or after the tree is decorated and read this
prayer: “God who created the birds in the air, the fish in the
sea, the stars in the sky, and the trees in the ground, bless
this tree as we decorate it and make it a joyful symbol in our
home. May its branches remind us of the shade and shelter
you provide for us and for many creatures. May its trunk
remind us of your strength. May its lights bring us peace. May
we remember your gift to us this season, the gift of the baby
Jesus. Amen.” You may want to set up a creche or manger
scene below your tree to highlight the Christian significance
of the day, something that is easy to lose sight of. Plan to join
us at PUMC for the sights, sounds, and significance of the
Advent and Christmas seasons!



YOUTH CALENDAR
Sundays, 6:30-8
Dec. 5 We’ll spend the evening focusing on the Christmas story.
Dec. 19 We’ll meet for our annual Crazy Fun Christmas Party! Bring a gift that anyone can enjoy. Don’t spend more
than $10 and be sure to wrap it! We’ll have fun choosing gifts from the gift pile or “stealing” a gift that has already been
opened.

wham!

A mission starts this month
Calling all kindergarteners through 5th graders! Come

join us as we serve. Each month a new project is

chosen. We learn, then we get involved in hands-on

missions. It’s a great way to learn about needs both

local and around the world while we put our faith into

action! Join us on December 1st from 6:30-7:30pm at

the church as we spread some warmth as the weather

gets cold. Questions? Contact Pastor Sherry at

sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com.

Serve your hungry neighbors 
PUMC is scheduled to serve from 11:30am to 3pm at the
Ridgewood Pantry in Joliet on Wednesday, December
22nd. It’s a great season to serve and can be fun for the
whole family! You can put your faith into action. Can you
help? Contact Pastor Sherry at
sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com.

You’re invited to join in PUMC’s Advent Study 2021, All The Good:

A Wesleyan Way of Christmas. In this class, we will embark on an

inspiring Advent journey where we will discover treasured nuggets

of Methodist history and their connection to the message of

Christmas. It will not only remind you of the good news as we

prepare for Christmas, but invites us to respond to it as well.

Classes will meet for four Sunday mornings beginning November

28th at 9:50am in room 206 or on four Mondays beginning

November 29th from 11:30-1:00pm in Fellowship Hall (Zoom link

available for this class too!). Books can be picked up in the church

office or in class (large print copies are available). Questions?

Contact Pastor Sherry at sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com

 

ADVENT STUDY 2021
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November's Prayer List 

Jill Beechler’s friend, Wanetta Evans’ grandson, Alex Evans

Tina Dierkes (attends “Lunch Bunch”) - sudden hearing loss; and her daughter, Kristianne -

lingering symptoms from Covid

Elmer & Judy Eddy’s niece, Missy

Tom & Christina Fabek’s family for the loss of her grandmother and grandfather

Patty Habersberger’s friend, Erica Roberts

Helen Hill

Carole Holloway’s neighbors, Steve, Christopher K, & Rich; a friend’s 34-year-old son killed in

an automobile accident; neighbors son, Bob - double heart valve surgery

Sandy Krzywanos

Ron & Margie Lee

Harriett Nelson’s mother, Harriett Crismon - is at Senior Star; her husband, Rick-having major

back surgery

Kim Pondelicek’s father, Steve Bailey

Becky Potter - asking for prayers for Naomi, granddaughter of one of the members of her

Covenant Group from the Two Year Academy.

Diane Roberts’ sister-in-law, Sherry

Rena & Bob Snyder’s friend, April Courtright

Angie Sullivan’s friend, Natasha M—early 40’s, 3 children, suffered two strokes and will have

brain surgery within two weeks; husband is on permanent disability

Marcia Vaughan’s friend, Sharon Cook

Georgia Whitley

Steve Wyland’s coworker, Jess



12-06-2021

11:30 am Lunch Bunch

12-07-2021

10:00 am Letter Writing Group

6:30 pm YMAP ZOOM

DECEMBER
12-01-2021

6:30 pm WHAM! (202)

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

12-04-2021

10:00 am Bellissimo Rehearsal

12-05-2021

8:30 am In-Person Worship with choir

9:45 am Confirmation

9:45 am Sunday School

11:00 am In-Person Worship with Band

12:15 pm Men's Small Group/ Sovereign

6:30 pm Youth Group

12-13-2021

9:30 am Prayer Shawl Knitting

11:30 am Lunch Bunch

6:30 pm Staff Parish

12-14-2021

6:30 pm Mr. Don's Rock Group (JBFH)

7:00 pm Membership Outreach ZOOM

12-15-2021

8:15 am Men's Group Breakfast Southern Belles

6:00 pm Worship Band Rehearsal

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

12-16-2021

7:00 pm Women's Book Group ZOOM

12-17-2021

12:00 pm Widows Group (OFFSITE)

12-19-2021

8:30 am In-Person Worship with choir

9:45 am Confirmation

9:45 am Sunday School

11:00 am In-Person Worship with Band

6:30 pm Youth Group Christmas Party

12-20-2021

11:30 am Lunch Bunch

12-22-2021

11:30 am Trinity Food Pantry

6:00 pm Worship Band Rehearsal

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

12-24-2021

4:00 pm Family Worship With Worship Band 

10:30 pm Worship With the Chancel Choir

12-25-2021

CHRISTMAS

12-26-2021

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL/CONFIRMATION

10:00 am Sunday Worship Carol Sing

12-27-2021

OFFICE CLOSED

12-08-2021

6:00 pm Worship Band Rehearsal

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

12-09-2021

7:00 pm Trustee Meeting (C/L)

12-11-2021

9:30 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am Bellissimo Rehearsal

12-12-2021

8:30 am In-Person Worship with choir 

                 "Sounds of the Season"

9:45 am Confirmation

9:45 am Sunday School

11:00 am In-Person Worship with Band

                    "Sound of the Season"

3:00 pm Advent Fest



Plainfield UMC Staff
Roger Beitzel, Youth Director
roger.beitzel@plainfieldumc.com

Cheryl Henbest
Director of Administrative Ministries
pumc@plainfieldumc.com

Karen Koziol, Bookkeeper
accounting@plainfieldumc.com

Beth Best, Chancel Choir Director
525beth@gmail.com

Karyn Holstead, Children’s Choir
kholstead@hotmail.com Pastoral Staff

Rev. Dick Wisdom, Senior Pastor
dick.wisdom@plainfieldumc.com

Rev. Sherry Steele, Minister of Faith Formation
sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com

Rev. Fritz Bartels, Retired Pastor in Residence
pastorfritz@comcast.net

Worship Services
8:30 Worship with Chancel Choir

9:45 Sunday School for Children, Youth, and Adults

11:00 Worship with the Worship Band

Plainfield United Methodist Church

15114 S. Illinois Street

Plainfield, IL 60544

Megan Marconi, Worship Band Director 
and Bellissimo Handbell Choir Director 
mamarconi1029@gmail.com

Kathy Hermansen, Organist 
kathleenhermansen@comcast.net

Katherine Martinez,
Communications Coordinator
kathy.martinez@plainfieldumc.com

Jennifer Garcia,
Custodians

Christina Miller, 
Custodian
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