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WORDS OF WISDOM
How are you? How are you really? How is your family? How are your kids, grandkids, friends? I ask the
question rhetorically. But I am also asking you the question literally. You can even answer me through my
email, dick.wisdom@plainfieldumc.com . I would love that!
The reason I ask the question is because of my observations the last several weeks, of many people. The
church has been open to in-person worship for almost two months now. I did not know what to expect when we
initiated it, other than everything I heard from peers was that only a percentage of people have come back to
Sunday worship in person compared to before Covid.
PUMC is running somewhere between 125 – 160 in person with 2 services. What is interesting though, is that
online the combined number of people accessing the services through Facebook is anywhere from 150 – 200
or more depending on how you assess the people reached or engaged. So, in effect, with live streaming and in
person worship our numbers are increased.
In talking with people individually, I hear many things. The longer the conversation goes the deeper it gets.
Folks are sharing how different and how hard it is right now. Some reasons or explanations can be articulated
but overall, it just seems hard to really pin down what we are really feeling overall.
Hence, my underlined word at the top of this note, DISEQUILIBRIUM. A fancy word describing a dis-ease or
uneasiness most people seem to be experiencing. Talk of getting back to normal or the “new” normal are
premature in my view. I don’t believe there is any going back and speaking of this time as the new normal is
premature as we are not there yet … wherever there will be.
So, what are we to do with all this then? Well, we can embrace that we are Christian. We love Jesus and want
to follow him. Right there is the solid footing we are hungrily looking for these days. Loving and following
Jesus does not make things easier in the sense of the struggle we are going through. But it does give us the
bedrock foundation that we are not facing this or experiencing this alone. Jesus is right there with us, and it
won’t always be like this. Additionally, as Christ-followers we need to lean on each other. We don’t do this
alone. At the end of the day, you should know that you are loved and that you matter. And you should make
sure that whomever you encounter knows that very same thing.
I am grateful for each of you and for the fact that I don’t have to go through this alone. We are together. Jesus
loves you and so do I!

Pastor Dick

WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP
Women of all ages are invited to be a part of PUMC’s Women’s
book group. We read a wide variety of books, many suggested
by the participants. If you love reading, great discussions, and
having fun, then come join us any month you are available! We
will meet on Thursday, November 18th at 7pm online AND inperson at the church.
November Book — Water From My Heart by Charles Martin
December Book — The Pull of the Moon by Elizabeth Berg
Contact Pastor Sherry to be added to the email list
(sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com). Hope you can join us!

Serve your hungry neighbors
PUMC is scheduled to serve at the Ridgewood Pantry in
Joliet on Wednesday, November 24th. You can put your
faith into action. Can you help? Contact Pastor Sherry at
sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com.

“Navigating Isaiah” Adult Study
Frequently in the West, faith and worship are seen as personal
and private. Isaiah reminds us that faith and worship have
implications for the “whole” of our lives. There is no aspect of life
that remains untouched. In Isaiah, we learn that justice is central
and essential to living life together. This view runs counter to a
perspective of faith and the practice of worship that reinforces
culture that is detached and devoid of connection, lacks compassion, and is bereft of empathy for the most
vulnerable. Navigating Isaiah incorporates four visions of the prophet Isaiah and raises questions about
revelation, worship, and justice. Together, through scripture and videos, we will listen for the call of God on our
lives today!
No book needed for this study. Discussion group will meet Sunday mornings, 9:50am to 10:45am, beginning
October 31 through Nov. 21 or Monday lunch, 11:30am-1:00pm, beginning Nov. 1 through Nov. 22. Questions?
Contact Pastor Sherry at sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com

BELL CHOIR
If you have participated in Bell Choir before or are interested in
trying it out, join us for a special event! Anyone middle school
age and up is welcome to join us! On December 12 at both 8:30
and 11am services, the bells will be ringing for a special Sunday
full of music and worship! The rehearsal schedule is:
Saturday,
Saturday,
Saturday,
Saturday,
Saturday,

November
November
November
December
December

6 at 10am
13 at 10am
20 at 10am
4 at 10am
11 at 10am

If you would like to be part of this special Bell Choir event or
have questions, please contact Megan Marconi.
mamarconi1029@gmail.com
Let’s ring in the Christmas season together!

WOMEN'S CHOIR
Calling all ladies! If you are middle school age and up, we would
love you to join us for two special Christmas events!
On December 12 at both 8:30 and 11am services, the Women’s
Choir will be “singing in” the Season for a Sunday full of music
and worship! On Christmas Eve, the Women’s Choir will be
sharing music at the 4pm service!
If you would like to join either or both special Christmas events
or have questions, please contact Megan Marconi at
mamarconi1029@gmail.com
Let’s share our voices in anticipation of Christ’s birth!
(Rehearsals will take place on Tuesday evenings and Saturday
mornings - you can attend whichever works best for you. Specific
dates will be announced the first week of November.)

wham!
A mission starts this month
Calling all kindergarteners through 5th graders! Come
join us as we serve. Each month a new project is
chosen. We learn, then we get involved in hands-on
missions. It’s a great way to learn about needs both
local and around the world while we put our faith into
action! Join us on November 3rd from 6:30-7:30pm at
the church as we learn about challenges faced by
refugees and how we can extend God’s welcome.
Questions? Contact Pastor Sherry at
sherry.steele@plainfieldumc.com.

YOUTH CREATE A SPECIAL PLACE
TO EXPRESS GRADITUTE
PUMC Youth will be leading a special project for our church
throughout November. We will be creating a space outside
the sanctuary where people will be able to share things for
which they are grateful. Folks will be able to add to it weekly
up through the Sunday after Thanksgiving. After
Thanksgiving, the Post Its will be taken down and the things
for which we are grateful will be celebrated during worship
in December.

YOUTH CALENDAR

Sat. Nov. 6, 3-5 p.m. Meet at church to create a Gratitude Wall space outside the sanctuary
Sun. Nov 7, 6:30-8 p.m. Youth Group–“Being Grateful for God’s Gifts”
Sun. Nov 21, 6:30-8 p.m. Youth Group–“What Do We Do When it Feels like our Prayers Just Bounce Off the Ceiling?”

COMFORT & SUPPORT THROUGH THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Prayer shawls and squares are now available if you or anyone you know needs a wearable hug or something
that can easily fit in your pocket, crafted with love and prayers for anyone needing a reminder that people
care. It can be worn as a shawl, folded for a lap robe, placed on the back of one’s chair to lean on, used as a
small blanket, or put in view of the recipient. Baskets of prayer shawls and squares will be located in the
church sanctuary, at the entrance of the sanctuary, and in other areas.
Our group is growing, but we still have room for more! If you crochet or knit, join us in making prayer shawls or
prayer squares in the comfort of your own home. Or visit with us once a month (usually the second Monday of
the month at 9:30 AM) upstairs in the Parks Fellowship Hall throughout the year. If you’re a beginner at
crocheting or knitting, we will be happy to help you start your project!
Our next meeting is on November 8. Please watch the monthly newsletter and weekly announcement sheet for
changes in dates if needed due to upcoming Holidays.
Questions? Contact Debbie Obrecht at (815) 436-5369. Hope to see or hear from you soon!

September's Prayer List
Charlotte Baker - recovering from hip replacement surgery - God bless
Jill Beechler's friend, Wanetta Evans' grandson, Alex Evans
Caryn Feris' husband, Tim- recovering from hip surgery; sister, Gayle; husband, Tim's
daughter, Kristin
Helen Hill
Carole Holloway's neighbor, Steve, Chris, & Rich; and her friend, Cheryl
Sandy Krzywanos
Ron & Margie Lee
Marilyn Martin, recovering from knee surgery
Kim Pondelicek's father Steve Bailey
Becky Potter's - asking for prayers for Naomi, granddaughter of one of the members of her
Covenant Group from Two Year Academy
Mikki Sechen's sister's sister-in-law, Susie - passed away from Covid
Ruth Stockdale's brother-in-law, Frank recovering from heart surgery
Debbie Thompson's husband, Ed Thompson
Marcia Vaughan's friend, Sharon Cook
Georgia Whitley
Nancy Ziech - good friend Bob, going through cancer treatment; cousin, Jill

NOVEMBER

11-01-2021
11:30 am Lunch Bunch
6:30 pm Staff Parish
11-03-2021
6:30 pm WHAM!
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
11-06-2021
11:30 am Bellissimo Rehearsal
11-07-2021
8:30 am In-Person Worship with choir
9:45 am Confirmation
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am In-Person Worship with Band
12:15 pm Men's Small Group/ Sovereign
6:30 pm Youth Group
11-08-2021
9:30 am Prayer Shawl Knitting
11:30 am Lunch Bunch
11-09-2021
6:00 pm Women's Ensemble
6:30 pm Mr. Don's Rock Group
7:00 pm Membership Outreach
11-10-2021
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal
11-11-2021
7:00 pm Trustee Meeting
11-13-2021
11:30 am Bellissimo Rehearsal

11-14-2021
8:30 am In-Person Worship with choir
9:45 am Confirmation
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am In-Person Worship with Band
11-15-2021
11:30 am Lunch Bunch
11-17-2021
8:15 am Men's Group Breakfast Southern Belles
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
11-18-2021
7:00 pm Women's Book Group
11-19-2021
12:00 pm Widows Group
11-20-2021
11:30 am Bellissimo Rehearsal
11-21-2021
8:30 am In-Person Worship with choir
9:45 am Confirmation
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am In-Person Worship with Band
6:30 pm Youth Group
11-22-2021
11:30 am Lunch Bunch
6:30 am Admin Council
11-24-2021
11:30 am Trinity Food Pantry
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal
11-25-2021
THANKSGIVING
11-28-2021
8:30 am In-Person Worship with choir
9:45 am Confirmation
9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am In-Person Worship with Band
11-29-2021
11:30 am Lunch Bunch
11-30-2021
11:30 am Women's Choir Rehearsal
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